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(A) University career and appointments.  He became a lecturer (professore incaricato), first in 
Regional Geography and then in Political Geography. As a winner of the national public 
competition for positions of Full Professor in 1980, he was appointed to the Chair of 
Geography at the Faculty of Letters and Philosophy, University of Pisa, starting in 1980 
(a position he still holds). He was elected Head of the Institute of Geographical Sciences 
for the three-year period 1981-83, then deputy Head of Department at the Department of 
Environmental and Territorial Sciences (the Institute joined the Department at its 
inception) from 1986 to 1988, and later Head of Department from 1994-95. He was 
elected President of the Degree Course in Letters, University of Pisa, in 1983, holding 
that position till 12 August 1988, when he was elected Dean of Faculty. Furthermore, he 
was elected member of the administrative council of University of Pisa in 1994, and was 
subsequently re-elected until 2002. 

(B) Publications and coordination of national and international research projects.  He has 
written over hundred scientific contributions, comprising full-length works and papers, 
and about fifty other publications, including volumes edited, short articles, reviews, 
contributions to encyclopaedias, and writings published for a wider audience, including 
educational works.  The topics he has written about most frequently have been the 
geography of territorial organisation, problems arising from the relationships between 
human society and its environment, regional and political geography, urban and cultural 
geography; these contributions comprise both publications dedicated to the 
epistemological and methodological aspects of these topics, and concrete analyses and 
exemplifications that refer to specific cases, within Italy and abroad.  
He has been national coordinator for many research projects funded by the Italian 
National Research Council and by the Ministry of Education; these have involved 
research teams working at several Italian universities.  He has also been coordinator for 
the geographical section of the study group for the implementation of the Marine Parks 
of the Tuscan Archipelago set up by the convention between the Ministry of the 
Merchant Navy and the Department of Environmental and Territorial Sciences, 
University of Pisa (1989-1994). He was also coordinator of the Italian 'Geography' 
section of the 17th Group for international research (EULA-University of Concepción, 
Chile) on 'The Management of Water Resources and of the Continental Shelf, and 
Territorial Planning in the Seventh Region of Chile' (1989-1994, with I.C.U. funding 
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs). 

(C) Other Positions Held.  He was elected many times in the Executive Council of the 
Association of Italian Geographers (and he also served as its Secretary and Vice-
President), and in the Executive Council of the Italian Society of Geographic Studies, of 
which he has been President from 2007 to 2010. He was corresponding member of the 
Commission on Marine Geography of the International Geographical Union (1987-
1992), and was a founder-member of the Interuniversity Centre for scientific cooperation 
between Europe and Latin America (EULA, becoming a member of the executive 
council in 1989 and a scientific consultant in 1990). In the Region of Tuscany he is a 
member of the Study Group on electoral behaviour. In 1990 he was appointed academic 
member of the Accademia Lunigianese di Scienze 'G. Capellini'.   
From 1994 he is member of the scientific committee of the Mare Amico Association. 
From 1995 to 2003 he has been in the Management Committee of the Ente Parco 
Regionale Migliarino-San Rossore-Massaciuccoli, a large natural park in Tuscany. In 
2000 he has received the Ordine del Cherubino, a prestigious award conferred by the 
University of Pisa. He was President of the International Rotary Club of Pisa in 2000-01. 
From 2004 to 2006 he has been a member of the Management oard in the Central 



Institute for Applied Marine Research (ICRAM) of the Ministry of Environment. For the 
same Ministry, with DM 4 March 2010, he has been appointed member of the National 
Council for the Environment. 
 

 


